
READING AT 
CARTERKNOWLE



Children’s Laureate 2019-2021:
Cressida Cowell

• The job of a children's laureate is to get children excited about books, reading and 
writing, but they can also make it whatever they want.

• She said: "Books and reading are magic, and this magic must be available to 
absolutely everyone. I will be a laureate who fights for books and children's 
interests with passion, conviction and action.“

• https://www.itv.com/news/2019-07-09/how-to-train-your-dragon-author-cressida-
cowell-named-childrens-laureate/

https://www.itv.com/news/2019-07-09/how-to-train-your-dragon-author-cressida-cowell-named-childrens-laureate/


Department for Education:

•“Pupils who can read are overwhelmingly more 
likely to succeed at school, achieve good 
qualifications, and subsequently enjoy a fulfilling 
and rewarding career. In addition to its substantial 
practical benefits, reading is one of life’s profound 
joys.”



How can you support school with your 
child’s reading?
• Encourage them to read and fill in their reading record.  Show interest in 

their reading record.

• Regularly listen to your child read or, for more independent readers, discuss 
their book with them.

• Phonics (for developing readers): practise sounds or listen to them read 
their phonics book.

• Help them to choose a quality book which is matched to their  
development.

• Encourage a love of reading.



Quality Books:
• Reading Lists 

https://www.google.com/search?q=recommended+books+for+children&rlz=1C1GGRV_enGB822GB823&oq=recommended+books+for+children&aqs=
chrome..69i57.7722j0j8&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8

• Recommendations (local bookshop or library, friends, publisher or 
newspaper websites) https://www.penguin.co.uk/puffin

• Award winners

• Prestigious authors

• Some challenging vocabulary (but not too much – it needs to be 
accessible!)

• Interests your child.

https://www.google.com/search?q=recommended+books+for+children&rlz=1C1GGRV_enGB822GB823&oq=recommended+books+for+children&aqs=chrome..69i57.7722j0j8&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8
https://www.penguin.co.uk/puffin


Reading at Carterknowle

• Independent Reading (ERIS and 1:1 with teacher / TA/volunteers)

• Guided Reading

• Class Storytime (linked to writing)

• Love for Reading (library visits, book corners, events: 
WBD/poetry day)



Guided Reading at Carterknowle

•Focus is on the key skills: 

• Retrieve (find and fetch)

• Vocabulary

• Infer

• Predict

• Summarise



Write down three things you are told about the oak tree on the island.
How does the snail behave when it is afraid?
Give one piece of advice that Gaby’s mother gives her for dealing with cats.
Which words are used  to describe the…?



Find and copy two words from the poem to show that the frog was frightened.
Explain 2 things that the words emerald scrap suggest about the frog.
Find and copy one word from this paragraph that is closest in meaning to ‘motivated’.
What does ….. Mean?



What evidence is there of Martine being stubborn in the way she behaved?
What impressions of the island do you get from the two paragraphs?
How was the character feeling?  How do you know?
What does …imply about the….?



Do you think Martine will change her behaviour?  Explain your choice fully using 
evidence from the text.
What do you think will happen next? Evidence?



What is the text about?
What is the main message of the poem?
What information are we told in the …. paragraph?



Department for Education:

• Research evidence on reading for pleasure 

• Education standards research team 

• May 2012 



The evidence on reading for pleasure 
Benefits of reading for pleasure: 

• There is a growing body of evidence which illustrates the importance of reading 
for pleasure for both educational purposes as well as personal development (cited 
in Clark and Rumbold, 2006). 

• Evidence suggests that there is a positive relationship between reading frequency, 
reading enjoyment and attainment (Clark 2011; Clark and Douglas 2011). 

• Reading enjoyment has been reported as more important for children’s 
educational success than their family’s socio-economic status (OECD, 2002). 

• Evidence suggests that reading for pleasure is an activity that has emotional and 
social consequences (Clark and Rumbold, 2006). 



Developing a Love of Reading: Top Tips

• Make books part of your family life – always 
have them around and, if possible, have 
book shelves in your child’s bedroom.

• Visit author websites or author  talks at a 
library or festival.

• Link books with other media: films, theatre 
and television series.  Make it a family event!

• Join your local library (get your child a library 
card) and / or visit bookshops – allow them 
to choose their own books.



Developing a Love of Reading: Top Tips

• Match their interests – help them find the right book (fiction, non-fiction, poetry, 
comics).

• All reading is good – comics, graphic novels, magazines, newspapers (The Week), 
leaflets, recipe books, Internet…

• Encourage your child to carry a book at all times – read on journeys or in spare 
moments (waiting for the doctor / dentist or in a café/restaurant).

• Don’t dismiss re-reading a book or re-visiting a younger book – re-reading 
favourite books or poems builds confidence and fluency.

• Find a comfortable spot when reading with your child and choose an appropriate 
time (not conflicting with their favourite TV programme or a social with friends).

• Bedtime stories – regularly read with your child / children at bedtime (a great way 
to end the day and spend quality time with your child).



Developing a Love of Reading: Top Tips

• Ask questions to maintain interest in the story: What’s happened so far?  What do 
you think will happen next? Who’s your favourite character?  Why? BUT – know 
when to stop!

• Encourage your child to read with younger children.

• Encourage children to swap books with their friends – this develops dialogue about 
books.

• It helps if your children see you reading.

• Buy dual language books – useful if English is not your family’s first language.

• Choose authors carefully - know your child and what type of author or protagonist 
will interest them but don’t force them to read a book if it doesn’t interest them.



What works in promoting reading for 
pleasure? 
Strategies to improve independent reading:

• Having access to resources and having books of their own has an impact on 
children’s attainment. There is a positive relationship between the estimated 
number of books in the home and attainment (Clark 2011). Children who have 
books of their own enjoy reading more and read more frequently (Clark and 
Poulton 2011). 

• An important factor in developing reading for pleasure is choice; choice and 
interest are highly related (Schraw et al, 1998; Clark and Phythian-Sence, 2008) 

• Parents and the home environment are essential to the early teaching of reading 
and fostering a love of reading; children are more likely to continue to be readers 
in homes where books and reading are valued (Clark and Rumbold, 2006). 
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